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Abstract: Purchasers of (1988) Illinois hunting licenses who
hunted rabbits were surveyed via mail-letter questionnaire to
determine their activities and harvest during the 1989 season, and
their attitudes and opinions of current and future rabbit hunting
regulations. The mailing list consisted of 1,961 individuals,
1,681 (86%) of which returned usable questionnaires. Because 545
(32%) of the respondents did not hunt rabbits in Illinois again in
1989, the effective sample was reduced to 1,136 active rabbit
hunters. On the average in 1989, these hunters were in parties
consisting of 2.5 individuals, traveled 30.7 miles (round trip) per
day (2% to another state), expended 3.1 hours per day afield, and
spent $156 (total $25.4 million) for the entire season; 31% owned
rabbit hunting dogs (82% were beagles). The hunters were afield
(90% on private land) an average of 7.7 days (51% in December), and
they harvested an average of 10.3 rabbits. They harvested 0
rabbits on 35% of the days afield and 4 rabbits (daily bag limit)
on 13% of the days afield; 1.7% of the hunters reported harvesting
swamp rabbits, primarily in the southern one-third of the state.
Most (65%) of the hunters attempted to take other species
(primarily quail and pheasant) while pursuing rabbits. Less than
one-half (41%) of the hunters were interested in hunting rabbits in
October, and they did not support the idea of increasing (24%) or
decreasing (31%) the daily bag limit. Obtaining a place to hunt is
a problem for many (32%) rabbit hunters in Illinois. The
management implications of these findings are discussed.
The ubiquitous cottontail rabbit is a popular game species
that is hunted in every county in Illinois. From 1985 to 1989,
more hunters (average 163,000) spent more days afield (average
952,000) annually in pursuit of rabbits than any other species in
the state (Anderson et al. 1990). During those years, the harvest
averaged 1,173,000 rabbits annually, which was 2nd only to that of
2mourning doves. One other species of rabbit--the larger,
relatively rare, and secretive swamp rabbit--is recognized as legal
game in Illinois; this species is found only in wetland habitats in
the southern one-third of the state (Hoffmeister 1989:139-140).
To properly manage rabbit resources and to establish bio-
sociologically acceptable hunting regulations, the Illinois
Department of Conservation (DOC) must be familiar with the
activities and attitudes of rabbit hunters in the state. Thus, the
purpose of the present study was to survey rabbit hunters to
determine when and where they are in the field, characteristics of
their rabbit harvest, and their opinions of current and future
rabbit hunting regulations. Surveys such as this one improve the
DOC's understanding of the rank-and-file hunter--i.e., the feelings
of the "silent majority"--toward the rabbit resources and the sport
of rabbit hunting. Additional surveys of upland game hunters--
including pheasant, mourning dove, quail, and other species--will
be conducted following the 1990 through 1993 seasons. Rabbit
hunters will be surveyed again in about 1994.
METHODS AND MATERIALS
A 4-page, 22-question questionnaire was developed specifically
for the 1989 Illinois Rabbit Hunter Survey (Fig. 1). This
questionnaire and a letter of explanation (Fig. 2) were mailed to
1,961 rabbit hunters on 19 January 1990. Non-respondents were sent
2nd and 3rd copies of the questionnaire, and accompanying letters
(Figs. 3 and 4), on 1 March and 5 April, respectively. As of 23
May 1990, 1,681 usable questionnaires were returned for a response
3rate of 86%.
Names (and addresses) making up the mailing list included
those individuals who were identified via the annual Hunter Harvest
Survey as having hunted rabbits in Illinois during the previous
(1988) season (Andrews and Ellis 1990). The people on the list
were notified by letters postmarked 30 October 1989 that they would
receive a questionnaire at the close of the hunting season. The
notice included a form for keeping records of hunting activity and
rabbits harvested (Fig. 5).
Data were transferred from the filled-out questionnaires to a
computer file using a data management program (IBM dBASE III+).
The data were analyzed with a statistical program (IBM SPSS/PC+
V2.0). To present the results, the data were organized according
to rabbit hunting zone (north or south) and the entire state.
HUNTING REGULATIONS IN 1989
For purposes of setting the 1989 rabbit and other upland game
seasons, the state was divided into north and south zones. The
line that separated these zones was route US-36 from the Indiana
state line west to Springfield, route IL-29 north to Pekin, and
route IL-9 west to the Iowa state line (see map on page 1 of Fig.
1).
The 1989 rabbit season began on 4 November throughout the
state and extended to 1 January in the North Zone and to 15 January
in the South Zone. The daily bag limit was 4 rabbits, and the
possession limit was 8. Legal shooting time began at sunrise and
ended at sunset.
FINDINGS
Of the 1,681 individuals who filled out and returned
questionnaires, 545 (32%) did not hunt rabbits in Illinois again in
1989. This reduced the effective sample to 1,136 active rabbit
hunters. However, 88 of the respondents who did not hunt answered
some of the opinion-type questions, thereby increasing sample sizes
in some instances.
Hunter Characteristics and Activities
On the average, active rabbit hunters (i.e., respondents who
hunted rabbits) traveled 30.7 miles (round trip) per day afield to
hunt rabbits in Illinois during 1989 season (Table 1). Nearly one-
half (48%) of the hunters traveled <10 miles and another one-third
(32%) traveled 11-20 miles. Once in the field, the hunters spent
an average of 3.1 hours per day pursuing rabbits (Table 1); 61%
hunted 2-4 hours and 21% hunted 1-2 hours. The hunting parties
usually involved 2 (45%) or 3 (33%) hunters; the average was 2.5
hunters (Table 1). Only 2% of the hunters ventured to another
state to hunt rabbits in 1989-90, and 31% of them owned >1 rabbit
hunting dogs (Table 1). Hunters in the South Zone were more apt to
own a rabbit dog (40%) than those in the North Zone (25%). Beagles
were the overwhelming favorite (82%) breed of dog, with labrador
retrievers (4%) and bassets (4%) tied for a distant second.
The hunters devoted an average of 7.7 days to rabbit hunting
during the 1989 season (Table 2). The averages for the North and
South zones were 7.5 and 8.0 days, respectively. For the entire
state, about one-half (48%) of the hunters were in the field 1-5
5days, and 31% were in the field 6-10 days. In comparison, the
annual Hunter Harvest Survey indicated that rabbit hunters spent an
average of 6.0 days afield during the 1989 season; 67.5% and 18.9%
were in the field 1-5 and 6-10 days, respectively (Anderson et al.
1990).
The hunters expended 32% of their rabbit-hunting days in
November, 51% in December, and 17% in January (Table 2). The "use
rate" (i.e., days hunted/number of days available to hunt) was
greater for December (0.13) than for November (0.09) or January
(0.09).
Of the respondents who hunted rabbits in 1989-90, 32% were
active on their own land, 90% on other privately owned property,
10% on state land, and 4% on federal land (Table 3). Rabbit
hunters were more apt to utilize state and federal lands in the
South Zone, where public holdings are relatively abundant, than in
the North Zone.
Characteristics of Rabbit Harvest
The active rabbit hunters reported harvesting an average of
10.3 rabbits in Illinois during the 1989 season (Table 4). For the
North and South zones, the averages were 9.2 and 12.0 rabbits,
respectively. Statewide, 10% of the hunters took 0 rabbits, 37%
took 1-5 rabbits, and 21% took 6-10 rabbits. For purposes of
comparison, the annual Hunter Harvest Survey indicated that the
1989 harvest averaged 7.1 rabbits per hunter; 15% of the hunters
took 0 rabbits, 46% took 0-5 rabbits and 19% took 6-10 rabbits
(Anderson et al. 1990).
6About one-half (51%) of the rabbit harvest occurred during
December (Table 4). Another 30% of the harvest took place during
November, and the remaining 19% of the rabbits were taken in
January when comparatively few days were available to hunt. The
harvest rate (i.e., rabbits taken per day afield) was greatest
during January (1.54), less during December (1.33), and least
during November (1.24).
The active hunters reported harvesting 0 rabbits on 35% of
their days afield (Table 5). They took 1-3 rabbits on 52% of their
days and 4 rabbits (daily bag limit) on 13% of their days afield.
It appeared that hunters in the South Zone were less likely to get
"skunked", and more likely to shoot their limit, than hunters in
the North Zone.
Nineteen (1.7%) of the active hunters reported harvesting
swamp rabbits on 22 separate occasions during the 1989 season.
Fourteen (64%) of these reports were in the recognized range of the
swamp rabbit in Illinois (Table 6). Alexander and Pulaski
counties, located at the confluence of the Mississippi and Ohio
rivers in the southern tip of the state, had 4 reports each. Two
(9%) reports were in counties located adjacent to the northern edge
of the recognized range, and the other 6 (27%) reports were north
of the recognized range. There were no claims of taking swamp
rabbits in the northern one-fourth of Illinois.
According to data provided by the respondents, the number of
rabbits crippled (hit but not retrieved) averaged 0.8 per active
hunter during the 1989 season (Table 7). The number of rabbits
crippled per 100 bagged averaged 7.7 statewide and did not differ
7appreciably between the North and South zones.
Other Game Species
Most (65%) of the active rabbit hunters (n=l,129) stated that
they attempted to take other species of game animals while in the
field during the 1989-90. The proportion of hunters who attempted
to harvest other game species was higher in the North Zone (70%,
n=667) than in the South Zone (57%, n=456). Of 14 species that
they attempted to take, pheasant was the most common (46% of
attempts) in the North Zone and quail was the most common (63% of
attempts) in the South Zone (Table 8). Statewide, quail ranked
1st, pheasant 2nd, and squirrel 3rd. Collectively, these species
accounted for 90% of the attempts to harvest other species while
the hunters were pursuing rabbits.
Attitudes and Opinions
Finding and Leasing Places to Hunt. When asked whether they
experienced any difficulty in finding a place to hunt rabbits in
Illinois in 1989-90, 32% of the active rabbit hunters (n=1,133)
said "yes" and 68% said "no". The proportion of hunters who had
difficulty in finding a place to hunt was the same in the North
Zone (32%, n=670) as in the South Zone (31%, n=457) . On the
average, these hunters spent 8% more days afield (8.3) and traveled
18% more miles (36.3) than did all rabbit hunters statewide (Tables
1 and 2).
Only 2% of the active rabbit hunters stated that they paid a
landowner for the right to hunt rabbits during the 1989 season
8(Table 9). However, about one-third (31%) of the hunters indicated
a willingness to pay in order to hunt on an owner's land. The
daily fee the hunters were willing to pay averaged $6.31 statewide
and was somewhat higher in the North Zone ($6.91) than in the South
Zone ($5.55). More than one-half (59%) of the hunters indicated
that their maximum was <$5.00 per day. Such fees are considerably
less than those customarily paid for other types of hunting,
especially waterfowl and deer.
Hunting in October. When asked about hunting rabbits during
October, 41% of the respondents expressed an interest and 59% were
not interested (Table 10). Interest in October hunting was higher
in the North Zone, presumably because of cooler temperatures, than
in the South zone.
Daily Bag Limit. When asked to express their opinion of the
number of rabbits that should be allowed in the daily bag limit, a
plurality (45%) of the hunters preferred 4 (Table 10). Another 31%
felt that 3 rabbits per day was proper and the remaining 24% chose
5 rabbits per day.
Preferred Weather Conditions. The weather conditions that the
respondents prefer for hunting rabbits in Illinois are summarized
in Table 11. Rabbit hunters clearly do not like warm temperatures,
rain, or strong wind. In the collective opinions of the
respondents, the perfect conditions for rabbit hunting are
characterized by cool temperatures, no precipitation, light wind,
1-3 inches of snow cover, and partially cloudy skies.
9Economics of Rabbit Hunting
As reported by the respondents, active rabbit hunters spent an
average of $156 to pursue their sport in Illinois during the 1989
season (Table 12). More than one-half (58%) of the hunters spent
<$100 and only 4% spent >$500. Although these individual
expenditures are relatively low, they total $25.4 million when
applied to the approximately 163,000 rabbit hunters in the state.
In comparison, waterfowl hunters spent an average of $461 each, and
a total of $25.6 million, in Illinois during the 1981 season
(Anderson 1983).
DISCUSSION
To develop the mailing list for this survey, it was necessary
to select individuals who had indicated on the annual Hunter
Harvest Survey that they had hunted rabbits in Illinois during the
previous (1988) season. Thus, the mailing list was 1 year old at
the time the survey was conducted, and many (32%) of the
respondents did not hunt rabbits again in 1989-90. Because the on-
again-off-again rabbit hunters were eliminated, the sample was
biased in favor of the more ardent, more dedicated hunters. In
this context, it is noteworthy that active hunters in the present
survey spent 28% more days afield (Table 2) and harvested 45% more
rabbits (Table 4), on the average, than rabbit hunters in the 1989
Hunter Harvest Survey (Anderson et al. 1990).
The findings of this survey characterize rabbit hunters as a
casual, loose group of outdoorsmen who are distributed throughout
the state and conduct their activities on privately-owned lands
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located close to home. Because of their numbers (163,000), they
represent about one-half (49%) of our licensed hunters (Anderson et
al. 1990) or an average of 1,600 individuals per county. The
annual turnover is high (32%) within the ranks of these sportsmen,
and most (82%) of them stay in the field <4 hours per day (Table
1). Most (80%) travel <20 miles per trip; few (2%) venture out-of-
state; and they spend an average of only $156 (but collectively
$25.4 million) annually on their sport (Tables 1 and 12). When
compared to small game hunters nationwide in 1985, Illinois rabbit
hunters in 1989 spent fewer hours afield (3.1 versus 5.0), hunted
fewer days (7.7 versus 11.0), and were less apt to venture into
another state (2% versus 8%) (U.S. Department of the Interior
1988). Furthermore, rabbit hunters are far from being "purists"
in that most (65%) of them attempt to take other species (primarily
quail and pheasant) while in the field. Rabbit hunters who could
be classed as "purists" are those individuals who did not attempt
to take other game species and who also owned >1 rabbit hunting
dogs. Only 12% of the active hunters qualified for this elite
status.
For purposes of making management decisions, the month of
December is more important to Illinois rabbit hunters than either
November or January. Hunters expended about one-half (51%) of
their days afield, and made greater use of the days available to
rabbit hunt, in December than during the other 2 months (Table 2).
Although less than one-half (41%) of the hunters were interested in
hunting rabbits during October (Table 10), that percentage may be
significant considering the warm temperatures and lack of tradition
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for pursuing rabbits during that month. In other mid-western
states, rabbits have traditionally been hunted during October for
decades. However, establishing a similar tradition in Illinois
could be difficult. Biologists often advance opening dates of
hunting seasons to increase recreational opportunities before
natural mortality reduces game populations, which are near their
annual highs in early fall.
In addition, the hunters harvested 0 rabbits on 35% of their
days afield and 4 rabbits on 13% of their days afield (Table 5).
When asked to express their opinion about the daily bag limit, a
plurality (45%) of the hunters were satisfied with the current 4-
rabbit system, compared to 31% who wanted 3 rabbits and 24% who
preferred 5 rabbits. Based on these findings, it is recommended
that the current policy for setting season dates and daily bag
limit for rabbit hunting in Illinois continue unchanged into the
early 1990's.
A problem confronting many modern-day rabbit hunters in
Illinois is finding a place to pursue their sport--32% stated that
they experienced difficulty during the 1989 season. 79% of
Illinois farm operators in a 1987 survey allowed their land to be
hunted, but acquaintances, the immediate family, and the farmer
himself were the ones who most often participated (Illinois
Department Agriculture 1987). Hunters who reside many miles from
the farm in question are usually at a disadvantage in gaining
access (Bromley and Hauser 1984).
Because the vast majority of rabbit hunting activity occurs on
private property (Table 9), solutions to the problem must involve
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the landowners. Positive steps such as education, communication,
and incentives have been suggested to solve access problems (Brown
and Thompson 1976, Wildlife Management Institute 1984). Many state
governments and private conservation organizations have initiated
programs that, at least in part, are designed to improve hunter
access to private lands (Colorado Division of Wildlife 1987).
The most often cited reason for refusing access to hunters in
Illinois is concern about liability (Illinois Department of
Agriculture 1987). A program of the Wildlife Management Institute
has encouraged revisions in state liability laws that would relieve
landowners of liability for accidents that result from non-fee
recreational use of private property. Such changes were made in
1987 in Illinois when the Recreational Use of Land and Water Act
was signed into law. Landowners and sportsmen may need to be made
more aware of that statute.
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Table 1. Some characteristics of respondents who hunted rabbits in Illinois
during the 1989 season. Sample sizes are in parentheses.
Percentage
Characteristic North Zone South Zone Entire State
Mean miles traveled
(round trip) per day 29.5 32.6 30.7a(654) (444) (1,104)b
Mean hours hunted
per day afield 3.1 3.1 3.1c(671) (459) (1,136)
Mean hunters per party 2.5 2.6 2.5d(669) (455) (1,130)
Hunted in another state
in 1989-90: Yes 3% 2% 2%
No 97% 98% 98%(670) (459) (1,133)
Own Z1 rabbit hunting
dogs: Yes 25% 40% 31%
No 75% 60% 69%(668) (458) (1,132)
a 48% drove <10 miles, 32% drove
and 20% drove 31-600miles.
11-20 miles, 10% drove 21-20 miles,
b Includes some respondents not identified as to zone.
c 21% hunted 1-2 hours, 61% hunted 2-4 hours, 16% hunted 4-6 hours,
and 2% hunted 6-8 hours.
d 10% of parties had 1 hunter, 45% had 2 hunters, 33% had 3 hunters,
and 12% had 4-10 hunters.
e In order of frequency, the breeds listed were beagle (82%), labrador
retriever (4%), basset (4%), mixed (3%), spaniel (3%), terrier (1%), pointer (1%),German shorthair (1%), doberman pinscher, German shepherd, dalmation,
English setter, golden retriever, and Warfield red belted.
Table 2. Number of days that respondents spent afield hunting rabbits in
Illinois during the 1989 season. The season extended from 4
November to 1 January in the North Zone and from 4 November to
15 January in the South Zone. Sample sizes are in parentheses.
Parameter North Zone South Zone Entire State
(671)a
Mean days
Percentage of days
Use ratec
Mean days
Percentage of days
Use rate
Mean days
Percentage of days
Use rate
Mean days
Percentage of days
Use rate
2.6
35
0.10
4.0
53
0.13
0.9d
12
7.5
100
0.13
(459)a
November
2.4
30
0.09
December
3.8
48
0.12
January
1.8
22
0.12
Entire Season
8.0
100
0.11
(1,136)a,b
2.5
32
0.09
3.9
51
0.13
1.3
17
0.09
7.7e
100
0.11
Table 2 - continued. Page 2
a Respondents who hunted rabbits >1 days in Illinois in 1989-90.
b Includes some respondents not identified as to zone.
c Mean days divided by number of days available to hunt.
d Value is inflated, apparently because some respondents who hunted
mostly in the North Zone also hunted in the South Zone in January.
e 48% of the respondents hunted 1-5 days, 31% hunted 6-10 days, 16%
hunted 11-20 days, and 5% hunted 21-60 days.
Table 3. Types of lands on which respondents hunted rabbits in Illinois during
the 1989 season. Sample sizes are in parentheses.
Percentage
Type of Land North Zone South Zone Entire State
(671)a (459)b (1,136)a,b
Hunter's own 26 39 32
Other privately owned 91 89 90
State 9 12 10
Federal 3 5 4
a Respondents who hunted rabbits >1 days in Illinois in 1989-90.
b Includes some respondents not identified as to zone.
Table 4. Number of rabbits harvested by respondents in Illinois during the
1989 season. Sample sizes are in parentheses.
Parameter North Zone South Zone Entire State
(671)a
Mean rabbits
Percentage of harvest
Harvest ratec
Mean rabbits
Percentage of harvest
Harvest rate
Mean rabbits
Percentage of harvest
Harvest rate
Mean rabbits
Percentage of harvest
Harvest rate
2.8
31
1.08
4.9
53
1.23
1.5
16
1.67
9.2
100
1.23
(459)a
November
3.5
29
1.46
(1,136)a,b
3.1
30
1.24
December
5.7
48
1.50
January
2.8
23
1.55
Entire Season
12.0
100
1.50
5.2
51
1.33
2.0
19
1.54
10.3d
100
1.34
Table 4 - continued. Page 2
a Respondents who hunted rabbits 21 days in Illinois in 1989-90.
b Includes some respondents not identified as to zone.
c Mean rabbits harvested divided by mean days hunted.
d 10% of the respondents harvested 0 rabbits, 37% harvested 1-5
rabbits, 21% harvested 6-10 rabbits, 19% harvested 11-20 rabbits, and 13%
harvested 21-140 rabbits.
Table 5. Number of days respondents harvested 0 rabbits, 1-3 rabbits, or 4 rabbits,
in Illinois during the 1989 season. Sample sizes are in parentheses.
North Zone South Zone Entire State
Number of
Rabbits Mean Percentage Mean Percentage Mean Percentage
(671)a (459)a  (1,136)a, b
0 2.7 39 2.3 31 2.5 35
1-3 3.5 51 3.9 53 3.7 52
4 0.7 10 1.2 16 0.9 13
a Respondents who hunted rabbits 21 days in Illinois in 1989-90.
b Includes some respondents not identified as to zone.
Table 6. Number of reports by respondents of harvesting swamp rabbits in
Illinois during the 1989 season.
Within
County Reports Latitudea Recognized Rangeb
Knox 1 400 55" No
McLean 1 40° 28" No
Macon 1 390 52" No
Pike 1 390 33" No
Shelby 1 390 23" No
Greene 1 390 20" No
Effingham 1 390 02" Noc
Bond 1 380 52" Noc
Clinton 2 380 32" Yes
Wayne 1 380 24" Yes
Union 1 370 26" Yes
Pope 1 , 370 24" Yes
Massac 1 370 12" Yes
Pulaksi 4 370 12" Yes
Alexander 4 370 09" Yes
a At center of county.
b Hoffmeister (1989:140, 142).
c County is adjacent to recognized range.
Table 7. Number of rabbits crippled (hit but not retrieved) by respondents in
Illinois during the 1989 season. Sample sizes are in parentheses.
Parameter North Zone South Zone Entire State
(671)a (459)a (1,136)a,b
Mean 0.69 0.93 0.80
Per 100 rabbits bagged 7.5 7.8 7.7
a Respondents who hunted rabbits >1 days in Illinois in 1989-90.
b Includes some respondents not identified as to zone.
Table 8. Other game species that respondents attempted to take while hunting
rabbits in Illinois during the 1989 season. Sample sizes are in
parentheses.
Percentage
Species North Zone South Zone Entire State
(809)a  (385)a  (1,201)a,b
Bobwhite 33 63 42
Pheasant 46 17 37
Squirrel 11 11 11
Woodcock 1.6 5.0 2.7
Coyote 2.1 1.9 2.1
Partridge 1.6 0.0 1.1
Fox 1.1 0.6 1.0
Goose 0.6 0.5 0.6
Deer 0.7 0.3 0.6
Duck 0.8 0.0 0.6
Dove 0.7 0.0 0.5
Crow 0.5 0.3 0.4
Woodchuck 0.2 0.0 0.2
Snipe 0.1 0.3 0.2
a Number of attempts reported
respectively.
by 466, 259, and 728 individual hunters,
b Includes some attempts not identified as to zone.
Table 9. Attitudes of respondents toward paying a landowner for the right to hunt
rabbits in Illinois. Sample sizes are in parentheses.
Percentage
Subject North Zone South Zone Entire State
Paid a landowner (671) (457) (1,134)a
in 1989-90: Yes 3 1 2
No 97 99 98
Willing to pay (667) (456) (1,129)
a landowner Yes 33 29 31
No 67 71 69
Amount willing
to pay per day: (222) (131) (354)
$1-$5 56 63 59$6-$10 30 30 30$11-$15 7.6 1.6 5.3$16-$20 2.3 3.8 2.7
$21-$25 2.3 1.6 2.0
> $25 1.8 0.0 1.0
Mean $6.91 $5.55 $6.31
a Includes some respondents not identified as to zone.
Table 10. Attitudes of respondents toward hunting rabbits in October, and their
opinions of the number of rabbits that should be allowed in the daily
bag limit, in Illinois. Sample sizes are in parentheses.
* Responses to the question, "If the Illinois rabbit season was open during
October, would you hunt during that month?"
North Zone
(670)a
47%
53
South Zone
(457)a
31%
69
Entire State
(1,206)a b
41%
59
* Responses to the question, "In your opinion, how many rabbits should be
allowed in the daily bag limit in Illinois next season (1990-91)?"
South Zone
(662)a
3 rabbits 32%
4 rabbits 45
5 rabbits 23
(455)a
27%
46
27
(1,186)a ,b
31%
45
24
b Includes some respondents not identified as to zone.
Yes
No
a Includes all respondents, all of which hunted rabbits >1 days in Illinois in
1988-89 and/or 1989-90.
4 North Zone
Table 11. Weather conditions preferred by respondents for hunting rabbits in
Illinois. Sample sizes are in parentheses.
Percentage
North Zone
Temperature
Precipitation
Wind
Snow cover
Cloud cover
(659)a(641)(642)(662)(647)
Warm------ 2
None------- 57
Light-------- 85
None------- 8
None-------- 29
Cool--------- 54
During rain- 1
Moderate--- 15
1-3 inches--77
Partial--------50
Cold------- 44
During snow-- 42
Strong------- <1
>3 inches------ 15
Overcast------- 21
South Zone
Temperature
Precipitation
Wind
Snow cover
Cloud cover
(455)(437)(435)(451)(441)
Warm------ 1
None-------- 65
Light-------- 90
None-------- 17
None-------- 22
Cool--------- 58
During rain- 2
Moderate--- 10
1-3 inches--76
Partial--------55
Cold------- 41
During snow-- 33
Strong------0
>3 inches------ 7
Overcast--------23
Entire State
Temperature
Precipitation
Wind
Snow cover
Cloud cover
(1,192)b(1,150)(1,150)(1,190)(1,160)
Warm------- 2
None-------- 59
Light-------- 87
None-------- 12
None-------- 26
Cool--------- 55
During rain- 2
Moderate--- 13
1-3 inches-- 77
Partial----....52
Cold------- 43
During snow-- 39
Strong------ <1
>3 inches------ 11
Overcast--------22
a Includes all respondents, all of which hunted rabbits in
1989-90.
b Includes some respondents not identified as to zone.
Illinois in 1988-89 or
Variable
Table 12. Expenditures by respondents for hunting rabbits in Illinois during the 1989
season. Sample sizes are in parentheses.
Percentage
Range North Zone South Zone Entire State
(671)a (456)a (1,134)a,b
<$100 60 55 58
$100-$250 27 28 27
$250-$500 10 12 11
$500-$1,000 2.2 4.7 3.3
$1,000-$2,000 0.6 0.3 0.5
>$2,000 0.3 0.0 0.2
Mean $149 $161 $156
Total $14.6 M $10.8 M $25.4 Mb
a Respondents who hunted rabbits >1 days in Illinois in 1989-90.
b Includes some respondents not identified as to zone.
c Based on a mean of 163,000 rabbit hunters in 1985-1989 (Anderson et al.
1990).
1989 IL.INOIS RABBIT HUNTER SURVEY
INSTRUCTIONS
Please answer the questions on the
following pages for your rabbit
hunting activities in Illinois during
the 1989-90 season.
If you did not hunt rabbits in
Illinois in 1989-90, answer the first
question only and return this form.
Report only your kill. DO NOT report
the kill of others with whom you may
have hunted.
Write in the number of days on which
you hunted rabbits in Illinois.
Include your unsuccessful days.
If you can't remember exact figures,
give your best estimate.
When completed, insert questionnaire
into the self-addressed envelope and mail.
POSTAGE IS PREPAID
Note: Your comments are welcome but
please write them on a separate sheet
of paper to receive proper attention.
Thank you for your cooperation
Figure 1. The 1989 Illinois Rabbit Hunter Survey questionnaire (continued).
Numbers at right
ILLINOIS RABBIT UNTER SURVEY are for official
1989-90 use only.
1. Did you hunt rabbits in Illinois during the 1989-90 season?
Yes No 9
2. If "yes", how many different days did you hunt rabbits in Illinois during
the 1989-90 season?
Number of days.......... 10-11
3. Of the days you hunted rabbits in Illinois in 1989-90, how many were in
November, how many were in December, and how many were in January?
Number of days in November 1989..... 12-13
Number of days in December 1989..... 14-15
Number of days in January 1990...... 16-17
4. In which county did you hunt rabbits most in Illinois in 1989-90?
Name of county....... 18-20
5. How many days during the 1989-90 rabbit season did you bag
a. no rabbits? .......... 21-22
b. 1-3 rabbits? .......... 23-24
c. 4 rabbits? .......... 25-26
6. What was the total number of rabbits that you harvested (killed and
retrieved) in Illinois during the 1989-90 season?
Total number of rabbits harvested ......... 27-29
a. How many rabbits did you harvest during November 1989?.. 30-32
b. How many rabbits did you harvest during December 1989?.. 33-35
c. How many rabbits did you harvest during January 1990?... 36-38
7. How many rabbits did you cripple but did not retrieve while hunting in
Illinois in 1989-90?
Number of cripples lost........ 39-41
8. Did you experience any difficulty in finding a place to hunt rabbits in
Illinois in 1989-90?
Yes No 42
(continued on following page)
Figure 1. Continued - page 2.
9. On what types of lands did you hunt rabbits in Illinois in 1989-90?
Check any that apply: a. Your own land?............... _ 43
b. Other privately owned lands?. 44
c. State lands?................. 45
d. Federal lands?............... 46
10. On a typical rabbit hunting trip in 1989-90, about how may hours per day
did you hunt?
1-2 2-4 4-6 6-8 47
11. How many miles did you travel (round trip) on an typical rabbit hunting
trip in Illinois in 1989-90?
Number of miles 48-50
12. Did you hunt rabbits in another state during the 1989-90 season?
Yes No 51
13. How many rabbit hunting dogs do you own? 52-53
What breed(s)? 
_ 54-61
14. Including yourself, what was the most common number of hunters in your
rabbit hunting party in 1989-90?
Number of hunters in party............. 62-63
15. In your opinion, how many rabbits should be allowed in the daily bag limit
in Illinois next season (1990-91)?
3 per day 4 per day 5 per day 64
16. If the Illinois rabbit season was open during October, would you hunt
during that month?
Yes No 65
17. There are two species of rabbits that are legal game in Illinois. The more
common cottontail occurs all over the state mostly in upland habitats.
The other legal rabbit is the larger swamp rabbit (weight of 2.5 to 6 lbs.)
which occurs in wetland habitats mostly in southern Illinois.
With this in mind, did you harvest any swamp rabbits in Illinois in
1989-90?
Yes No Don't know 66
If "yes", in what county or counties? 67-72
(continued on following page)
Figure 1. Continued - page 3.
18. Did you pay a landowner in Illinois for the right to hunt rabbits in
1989-90?
Yes No 73
19. Would you be willing to pay a landowner for the right to hunt rabbits?
Yes No 74
If "yes", about how much would you be willing to pay per day?
Check one:
$1-5 $6-10__ $11-15 $16-20_ $20-25 over $25__ 75
20. About how much money do you think you spent for rabbit hunting in Illinois
during the 1989-90 season? Include license fees, travel and gasoline,
lodging, food and drink, dogs and their maintenance, guns, ammo, clothing,
boots, and other equipment purchased for the 1989-90 season.
Check one:
a. Less than $100 d. $500 to $1000
b. $100 to $250 e. $1000 to $2000
c. $250 to $500 f. More than $2000____ 76
21. Did .you take or attempt to take any other game species while hunting
rabbits in Illinois in 1989-90?
Yes No 77
If "yes", write in the name(s) of those species.
78-93
22. Please indicate the conditions that best describe the kind of weather
that you prefer for rabbit hunting in Illinois?
Check one answer for each category.
Temperature: Warm Cool........ Cold........ 94
Precipitation: None During rain During snow.. 95
Wind: Light Moderate.... Strong........ 96
Snow Cover: None 1-3 inches.. over 3 inches 97
Cloud Cover: None Partial..... 
___ Overcast..... 
___ 98
Thank you for your cooperation.
POSTAGE IS PREPAID
Figure 1. Continued - page 4.
Illinois Department of Conservation
life and land together
LINCOLN TOWER PLAZA * 524 SOUTH SECOND STREET * SPRINGFIELD 62701-1787
CHICAGO OFFICE * ROOM 4-300 * 100 WEST RANDOLPH 60601
MARK FRECH, DIRECTOR
Dear Fellow Sportsman:
You are one of a select group of Illinoisans asked to furnish information
on your rabbit hunting activities during the past hunting season.
The information supplied by you and other selected hunters is vital to the
management of the Illinois cottontail rabbit. Our goals are to safeguard
rabbit populations, to grant maximum rabbit hunting opportunity to licensed
rabbit hunters, and to maintain an attractive level of hunter success.
The information you provide will be used to better understand the charac-
teristics of our rabbit population and our rabbit hunters. It also will
help us understand how rabbit hunters view their sport.
Your reply is very important, even if you did not hunt rabbits or were not
successful. Only a limited number of rabbit hunters can be contacted,
therefore, your response is urgently needed.
Please take a few minutes to fill out the parts of the questionnaire that
apply to you. If you do not remember exact figures, please give your best
estimate.
Drop the completed questionnaire in the mail. Postage is prepaid.
Sincerely,
Mark Frech
Director
Enclosure
Figure 2. The letter that accompanied the first mailing of the questionnaire.
Illinois Department of Conservation
life and land together
LINCOLN TOWER PLAZA * 524 SOUTH SECOND STREET * SPRINGFIELD 62701-1787
CHICAGO OFFICE * ROOM 4-300 * 100 WEST RANDOLPH 60601
MARK FRECH, DIRECTOR
Dear Fellow Sportsman:
Recently we mailed you a Rabbit Hunter Questionnaire, and requested that
you fill it out and return it as soon as possible. We have not received
your form at this time. Perhaps you have misplaced the questionnaire or
haven't found time to complete it.
We are enclosing another questionnaire which we hope you will complete and
return to us. If you have already returned a questionnaire, please discard
this one. The information supplied by you and other rabbit hunters being
sampled will be of great value to the Department of Conservation in better
directing the management of our cottontail rabbit resources.
Please fill out the questionnaire completely and return it even if you did
not hunt rabbits or were not successful.
Please drop
Your prompt
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Mark Frech
Director
Enclosure
the completed questionnaire in the mail.
attention will be sincerely appreciated.
Postage is prepaid.
Figure 3. The letter that accompanied the second mailing of the questionaire.
Illinois Department of Conservation
life and land together
LINCOLN TOWER PLAZA * 524 SOUTH SECOND STREET * SPRINGFIELD 62701-1787
CHICAGO OFFICE * ROOM 4-300 * 100 WEST RANDOLPH 60601
MARK FRECH, DIRECTOR
Dear Fellow Sportsman:
This letter is
of your rabbit
keep bothering
supply it.
to remind you that we still would like to receive a report
hunting activities for the past season. We don't like to
you, but this information is very important and only you can
Another copy of the questionnaire is enclosed. We hope you will complete
it and return it as soon as possible. If you have already returned a
questionnaire, please discard this one. Your response is needed, even
"though you did not hunt rabbits or had an unsuccessful season.
Postage is prepaid for returning the questionnaire. Please drop the
completed questionnaire in the mail. Your prompt attention will be greatly
appreciated.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Mark Frech
Director
Enclosure
Figure 4. The letter that accompanied the third mailing of the questionnaire.
MY PERSONAL HUNTING RECORD
Thank you for returning a hunter harvest survey last
season. The Department of Conservation is asking for
assistance again. Please keep an accurate record of
the number of days you hunt and the number of rabbits
you harvest.
At the close of the hunting season, we will mail you a
questionnaire to fill out and return to us. This information
will assist the Department in the proper management
of our cottontail resource.
Thank you for your cooperation.
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Date I Shot Number Number Date I Shot Number Number
of Nothing Rabbits Cripples of Nothing Rabbits Cripples
Hunt Harvested Lost Hunt Harvested Lost
I
Season Totals
The preseason notice that was sent to persons on the mailing list
for the 1989 Illinois Rabbit Hunter Survey questionnaire.
Figure 5.
DEAR RABBIT HUNTER:



